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Readers of SAHS Review will find a multiplicity of ideas and issues to stimulate their
imagination in this cultural geographic study spanning generations of Swiss in America. New Glarus
is exemplary as a case study in the public display of ethnic heritage. Hoelscher' s study of the
ongoing tensions and struggles over ethnicity, identity, place, and authenticity as New Glarus emerges
as the international guardian of traditional Swiss culture offers new insights into how vernacular and
official ethnic identifications reshape and reinforce each other. History is rewritten as ethnic place
becomes tourist place.

Cheryl Ganz

Ursula Lehmann-Gugholz, Vorfahren - Nachkommen. Auswanderer aus Klosters und Davos nach

Amerika im 19. Jahrhundert. Chur: Terra Grischuna, 1998. 527 pp.
To do justice to this work is less than easy, yet is certainly a labor of love. Diverse materials in
Swiss archives and others unearthed in the United States form the documentary core of this book. Its
rich primary sources deal not only with the world of destination, that is several regions in North
America such as the Midwest, Texas, and the Pacific Northwest, but also with the world of origin,
especially Klosters and Davos. The author is intimately acquainted with that mountainous area of
Switzerland's Canton Graubtinden and she also familiarized herself by extensive travels with the
American world. She embedded the primary sources she uncovered over years of research into
narrative parts which contain dialogues and feature thought processes that are the author's invention.
Thus primary evidence and attempts at genuine, if fictional, reconstruction intermingle and make the
work part documentary, part story. It is divided up into some forty chapters of differing lengths that
are in part interwoven, in part juxtaposed, which makes it at times less than easy for the reader to
grasp the various strands of the narrative. Joyful events are mostly overshadowed by experiences of
disaster, be they natural catastrophes derived from the weather and illnesses or from human proneness
to doing evil. Marriages, births, and deaths follow each other in a merciless rhythm as are youthful
dreams, strivings, achievements, and defeats.
Central to the first part of the book is the story of the Hitz and Brosi family in Graubtinden
and then in Virginia and Washington, DC. The grandfather Johannes Hitz (1772-1840) had been
elected Landammann of the region and was also an entrepreneur in mining. In 1831 the son
Johannes Hitz (1797-1864) and his wife Anna Kohler (1796-1883) moved with their son Johannes
(1828-1908) to Virginia, then to Washington, DC where they became prominent in Swiss American
circles. Their son Johannes (John) married Jane C. Shanks in 1865; he became a successful
businessman, banker, writer, and philanthropist and, from 1864 to 1881, served like his father as
Consul General of Switzerland. In that role he not only assisted numerous Swiss immigrants in their
adaptation to American life, but was also concerned with the plight of the deaf and dumb and served
as superintendent of the Volta Bureau founded by Alexander Graham Bell on their behalf.
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The most captivating and most richly documented part of the book is the story revolving
around Magdalena Branger of Frauenkirch. She had a vibrant personality, decided to emigrate to the
United States, lived first in Camp Point, Illinois, then in the Swiss settlement Highland where she met
up again quite unexpectedly with her beloved Abraham Buol whom she married on April 11, 1869.
They moved to Chicago, then shortly before the great fire of 1871 to Dallas, Texas, where they
eventually prospered. Due to Magdalena's ill health they returned in 1887 with their three daughters
to Frauenkirch where Magdalena died on January 2, 1890. Three years later Abraham Buol returned
with the youngest daughter to the United States. When he arrived in Dallas he found that the caretaker
of his property had absconded and that Abraham had lost his house and all possessions he had left in
that person's trust. He then moved to Dubuque, Iowa, from there to Tacoma, then Puyallup in the
State of Washington where he passed away in April 1911.
The story of the daughters Dora, Anna Christina, and Paulina is just as captivating: Dora left
Frauenkirch and worked for a time in Munich, then went to France, then to New Ulm in Minnesota to
marry a Hermann Amme. Pauline, born in 1881, returned with her father in 1893 to the United States
whereas Anna Christina (1875-1965) stayed behind and married Benedict Brosi that same year. It
seems that she increasingly suffered from homesickness for Dallas, became mentally ill, and had to be
institutionalized away from her four children, just as her own mother had become homesick in Dallas
for the mountainous world of her valley of origin to where she returned.
This book then is quilt-like and empathetically reconstructs the numerous events mostly from
a personal and local perspective. At times the pieces are tightly interwoven, at others they remain
somewhat fragmented and are contextually not easily placed. Although limited in analytical scope
and somewhat driven by the crisis-view of migrations, Ursula Lehmann-Gugholz' s book movingly
recreates aspects of the nineteenth century Atlantic world and illuminates the vagaries of human lives
in their sheer endless rhythm of pain and joy, hope and despair, luck and disaster. Their force seems
intensified by the migratory moves of the people featured in this work between their worlds of origin
and their various final destinations. The author honors them by having created an impressive
monument of loving remembering with care and selfless dedication.

Leo Scheiber/
P.S. An unbound translation into English of the work in German, titled Ancestors -

Descendants. Emigrants from Klosters and Davos to America in the 19th Century, $20.00, is available
from Ms. Lilly Riney, P.O. Box 3111, Springfield, IL 62708. Daytime tel.: (217) 788-7405.
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Notes
Jenifer Golub, ed., Frey houses 1 + 2. New York: Princeton Architectural Press, 1998. Pp. 81.
This work has been edited with care and impeccable artistic sensibility in honor of the
Swiss American architect Albert Frey (1903-1999) and was presented to him on his 95th
birthday shortly before his death. His work was influenced by Le Corbusier and Mies van der
Rohe, especially the latter's unique sense for esthetic geometrical beauty. "The book is
primarily visual," J. Golub comments, "emphasizing the materiality of Albert Frey's
studies" (p.73). Blueprints and stunningly beautiful photographs of two of Frey's houses
document his disciplined integration of architectural forms and materials into desert and
mountain landscapes. Only nine pages (73-8_1) are devoted to text, featuring two interviews
conducted by J. Golub with the architect. When she observed that one of the houses "is
perched upon one of the highest elevations in town," Albert Frey replied: "For twenty-five
years I looked at the mountain, and of course coming from Switzerland you always go
mountain climbing and up to the peak for a view."
Diana Ketcham, "In the Studio with Peter Zumthor, Architecture's Swiss Mystic," New York

Times (Thursday, January 7, 1999), Bl and B12.
The richly illustrated article features the architectural work of Peter Zumthor, "the
former cabinetmaker and surveyor who is a leader of the new Swiss architecture" (Bl). D.
Ketcham visited him in his studio in one of Graubtinden's "farming hamlets of 700 ...
among the music of cowbells and smells of the chicken coops." P. Zumthor, age 55, grew up
in Basel and, after four years of apprenticeship in his father's cabinet-making shop, earned
there a degree in interior and furniture design. He spent time in New York City during the
Vietnam War era and this spring taught a course in architecture at Harvard University. He is
now entrusted with building Switzerland's pavilion for Expo 2000 as well as the museum
Topgraphy of Terror in Berlin on the site of the former Gestapo headquarters.
Zumthor' s design is shaped by the tradi~ion of the Bauhaus, the world of the
mountains and villages of Graubiinden, and by the conviction that "silence is synonymous
with psychic peace" (B12). He holds that beyond the visual a building's impact derives also
from its sounds and the feelings materials used by the architect impart to the dweller.
Zumthor' s thermal baths in Vals, Canton Graubtinden, his museum for Roman ruins, and his
chapel in Sumvitg have become icons of a unique architectural vision that is inspired by
simplicity, a feel for unique materials, and a spiritual integration of a building into its given
surroundings.

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 1999

3

